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Letter from Minister for Immigration Compliance and the Courts on No 

Recourse to Public Funds 

 
10 November 
 
Dear James,  
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 September on behalf of the Local Government and 
Communities Committee, about support available to those with No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF) facing homelessness in Scotland during the COVID-19 
pandemic. I am sorry for the delay in my response.  
 
The Government remains committed to protecting vulnerable people and has acted 

decisively to ensure that we support everyone through this pandemic. We have 

announced a range of measures to ensure people can stay safe and many of these 

are available for those with NRPF. 

 

The assistance being given under the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and the 
Self-employed Income Support Scheme are not classed as public funds and are 
available to all those in work or self-employment respectively, including those with 
NRPF status and those on zero-hour contracts. Both schemes have been extended 
to Spring 2021.  
Statutory sick pay and some other contribution-based benefits, such as contributory 
employment support allowance, are also not classed as public funds and are 
available to all who are eligible and unable to work during this difficult time.  
 
Local authorities may also provide basic safety net support, regardless of 
immigration support, if it is established that there is a genuine care need that does 
not arise solely from destitution, for example, where there are community care 
needs, migrants with serious health problems or family cases where the wellbeing of 
a child is in question.  
 
We recognise the important work being undertaken by the voluntary sector and have 

also allocated £750 million funding for charities who are providing vital support to 

vulnerable people at this difficult time. 

 

The UK Government has introduced the provision of an extra £300 million for the 

devolved administrations, including £155 million for Scotland. This is in addition to 

the £780 million for Scotland announced by the Chancellor on 16 March. Funding 

provided to local authorities under the COVID-19 emergency response will be paid 

through a grant that is not ring-fenced, recognising that local authorities are best 

placed to decide how this funding is spent. 

 

Migrants with leave under the Family and Human Rights routes can apply to have 
their NRPF condition lifted by making a ‘change of conditions’ application if they are 
destitute or at risk of destitution, if the welfare of their child is at risk due to their low 
income, or where there are other exceptional financial circumstances.  
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Since the onset of the pandemic, we have continued to prioritise NRPF ‘change of 
conditions’ applications and deal with them compassionately. To support the swifter 
processing of applications, we have introduced evidential flexibility so that 
caseworkers can make a decision without requiring every piece of information. Data 
published in July shows the average time taken to make a decision on cases is 30 
days despite a large increase in applications in quarter 2 of 2020. Of the decisions 
taken in the same period, 89% were granted. More information can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/no-recourse-to-public-funds-
applications-to-change-conditions-of-leave-july-2020.  
 
Furthermore, the Rough Sleeping Support Service (RSSS) offers an enhanced 

service for local authorities and registered charities to establish whether a rough 

sleeper has access to public funds. Part of this service includes the RSSS contacting 

casework teams (where there is an open application) to request that this case is 

prioritised. 

 

For non-UK national rough sleepers with an outstanding immigration application, the 
RSSS team will request the case be expedited due to the risk presented by their 
situation. Local authorities can register to use the service through GOV.UK at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rough-sleeping-support-service.  
 
The Government has published guidance and support for migrants affected by 
COVID-19 on GOV.UK at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-get-
support-if-youre-a-migrant-living-in-the-uk.  
 

I would like to thank you for raising these important matters. 

 

 

Chris Philp MP 

Minister for Immigration Compliance and the Courts 
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